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brought the Company into open collision with the vested
interests represented by the woollen manufacturers, and pro-
voked a conflict which excited more passionate declamation
and actual violence than any other issue raised by the East
India trade x.
The critics had more than one string to their bow : and Effects
the effects of the East India trade on navigation figured
prominently in the indictment framed against the Company,
"This honourable enterprise/' wrote Sir Dudley Digges in
1615, " like Hercules yet in the cradle, in the infancy hath
been assailed by serpents' sly aspersions, which envy long
since whispered in the ears of ignorance, of killing mariners
and carrying out the treasure of the land " 2. It was con-
ceded that the Company built " goodly ships of such burthen
as never were formerly used in merchandise " a ; so that at
first sight it appeared to add both strength and glory to the
kingdom. But where, it was asked, were all these ships ?
In thirteen voyages four had been lost—one of them, The
Trades Increase, a vessel of eleven hundred tons, " for beauty,
burthen, strength and sufficiency surpassing all merchant
ships whatsoever " ; while the rest came home ' crazed and
broken'4. Other losses are on record. In 1620 a ship worth
£16,000 went down between Gravesend and London;
another was c cast away ' near Dover in 1625 ; a third sank
in 1628, with a cargo worth £80,000, in ' the Dutch seas'fi.
Mun's' true account of our ships' suggests that Dutch enmity
was more to be feared than the perils of the deep. " Since the
1 See infra, vol. iii. 36 seq*
a Digges, The Defence of Trade (1615), 3.
3 Kay 11, The Trades Increase (1615), 15. la 1695 the Company stated :
" Our ships are hired ships. The proprietors of them have shares in the
Company. We contract for them for 16 years, which is as long as the
ship will last. They are built purposely for us " : House of Lords MSS.
1695-1697, p. 12. See infra, Appendix, p. 498, No. 3.
* Kayll, The Trades Increase (1615), 15, 19-20. "The goodliest ship of
England": State Papers East Indies, 1513-1616, pp. 296-297, 366. She
was one of three ships in the Sixth Voyage (1610), and was set on fire by the
natives at Bantam and destroyed : The First Letter Book of the East India
Company, pp. xiv, 47, note. But she was already worn out owing to the
bad condition of her masts and yards : State Papers Domestic, Addenda,
1580-1625, p. 648. See infra, Appendix, p. 499, No. I.
5 State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 131 ; 1625-1626, p. 109; Hist.
MSS. Comm. Skrine, 172 (1628). The Dutch also suffered losses—they
lost two out of five ships in 1613 : ibid. Buccleuch, i. 146.

